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Current status and development trends of minisatellite laser
communication terminal technology
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Abstract: Under the background of the rapid development of laser communication technology and the urgent needs of
commercial satellite networking applications, minisatellite laser communication technology is one of the research hotspots in the
field of commercial satellite communication. First, the latest development status and performance index characteristics of
minisatellite laser communication terminal technology at home and abroad are discussed in detail. Then, the four development
trends such as lightweight and miniaturized, low power consumption, modular and low cost are summarized. Finally, four key
technologies of minisatellite laser communication terminal are analyzed for promoting the development of China’s minisatellite
laser communication.

Key words: Minisatellite; Laser communication; Satellite communication

51 &

G T AMPEF L, TRBOCHEERA MR . JUTIRER IR LGRO 2
ABUN . ERERIFEAEAN . M, BotBEC Aoy DAEBEN R LRI Z . BT
R BIAW A & LA B DA RS 3l H g, %/ TR e o SR @ohsa v, LAt sl s
R T/ RO R R LB R R . R EE L B HARSEN/ N RO (R L m T
LB B BB O AT T miise, SeaTE T 2E iRt /N IEBOUE FLA AR
B, HATE kB TR K o /N TR EOCE F 2 m BRI S IR LRSS, 087 1/
Em%ﬁb‘éx_fn«lﬂﬁqﬂﬁ&%%%ﬁﬂi, AU FR FEE 2 B K AR A 4, P et R /N T
EEHOGE AR B B PRE R AN T AR o

1 ASh % RRETR
1.1 ENERIVK
ISR, AN RN HFRAZES T, 25 E eSS H TR A S AG NSO Gl (5 2
Uit IWZREOCLIRATE AT 7E 10kg S, 5HERAE 10Mbps % 10Gbps., M AL (EBEM ) {5
BIERS, ufE3EERY Starlink FJ8 . LeoSat £ J4EH HALO OG- EERIR A LS LA SINE I Telesat £
AHRATFGORIZRI,  E ML AN TR OG5 Zom B8 i 224 . 7LE% OPTEL-p, fEE W)

Wk H . 2021-01-14  deB ek H . 2021-03-22



-2 BERYF, NIEMLBELXREARARS L RES 55 42 55 3 1Y

T-OSIRIS, CubeLCT, MLT-TS, HZM SOTA LIKFEER OCSD, ISOC, uLCT, Xen-Hub %5, HJ
P 5 5 L AR B FUR IR . 3% 1 250 T NI N TR OGRS 77 i 10 T B2 4100,

A1 ESMEA S TR LA SR AL

Table 1 Index parameters of typical foreign microsatellite laser communication products

ST I AL A UELHIE WEEAR EfFEE e ik
OPTEL-p  {%[H Thales Alenia Space A2 OOK/16-PPM 2.5 Gbps 1000km  45W 8.0kg
0CSD [ Fibertek At OOK 200 Mbps ~ 450km  40~50 W 23 kg
CubeLCT f#[# Tesat At OOK 100 Mbps 1500km  8W  036kg
T-OSIRIS f#[E Tesat At OOK 10 Gbps 1500km 50 W 8 kg
SOTA H 72 NICT b OOK 10 Mbps 500 km / 5.9kg
2STLCT 2 Fibertek A OOK/PPM/DPSK 1 Gbps / <30W  25kg
ISOC [ JPL A ] OOK 1 Gbps 1 000 km W /
pLCT-10 %[E SPACE MICRO AR DPSK/OOK 10 Gbps 4000km 150 W  209kg
pLCT-100 % [E SPACE MICRO AR 16QAM/QPSK 200 Gbps  4000km 150 W  23.7kg
Xen-Hub F [ Xenesis A[A] / 4x2.5Gbps  2000km  120W  15kg
MLT-LS 48[ Mynaric ALlE] OOK 10 Gbps 4500km <60W  <20kg
1L1.1 £RE
SE e/ N TR SO G (SRR T PR T RS, A a9 2 32 244045 OCSD. 2°TLCT. 1SOC,
uLCT %,

1.1.1.1  OCSD #t.43%F= 25TLCT #43%

2015 4 10 H, H1 NASA W6l G (5 ffL g n 57 7 & OCSD (L FR OCSD-A 5 AeroCube-7A )
INABS, JFRE T EfE/ N RO ER SR AR MEIIRG R . i 1 PR, AR 1.5U A ik
TAE, R5FH 10 emx10 ecmx15 cm, F:F CubeSat /N LA -G 10 OCSD #OEFEL 0, BIEE A~/ T
AL O GE AR P At R AR F IR S I RE T . 2018 4F, OCSD 0G4 lﬁﬁﬁjzrjb@)ﬁggm 200 Mbps
AOEE RS, G T AT RTE. ﬁﬂ?%ﬂ’ﬁﬁ%ﬁ}‘éﬁ% OCSD-B 1 OCSD-C ( Xk AeroCube-7B Fl
AeroCube-7C ) , i iE—aUHE = BRSO

B1 #£EOCSD 7% XE B2 2TLCT %24 (£) ARFEAL (£)
Fig. 1 OCSD CubeSat Fig.2 Electronics module and optical module of 25"LCT

4k OCSD BOLZm = i, 5 Fibertek 23 wliTHIBFHISE — 40 25 LOT #ORLSs, 4R AIE 1 K
/N TU, HHRZ 1.25 kg IIHLSABATTAT 1 SR/ 10U, EERZY 1.25 kg BOGEH00, REPLESHANE 2 fr
Ro HFZT LEO-GEO AHIBOGHERE , M{EH3 N 1 Gbps, 4% OOK/PPM/DPSK = Ffrifif il {4,
/T 30 W,
1.1.1.2  ISOC #ttskss

i /& Cubesat ZHP N, NASA FF& T — 42l (OGE A 20 1SOC, SR SEIE (5 IR
200 km~1 000 km #5582 1 Gbps FUSOEE FEER , 2 T 2 Cubesat T2 18] (306 (520 M7,
TESAT A ATy, % & @J Cubesat FIEFFIZMEBRH], 1SOC LR A T Al ERIE 3T, WE 3
fine HEl, 2 GFEBEILIE S0 E NN, 2023 6 U (1 Cubesat b iFfT7EHLIAL: .
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B 3 ISOC #ALssAEAL B 4 1SOC %%
Fig. 3 Laser terminal of ISOC Fig. 4 ISOC system application

1.1.1.3  uLCT sobsess

EFHRE/ N A BRI, 5/ SPACE MICRO A A& T puLCT-10 F1 uLCT-100 P EOGL 855
ULCT WA AR F B, Sl P SEURG BRI . o) R S o s8] i, SZdFek S Wl
R KR ORI 1em~20cm WAL, i P40 S 2 pics ,\CP ULCT-10 AL
Uik 1550 nm 4, AT3ERC OOK M DPSK GE{F AT, &S TN 3 W, #fF{AHI> DPSK &, W]
S 4 000 km (YR {EREES T Y 10 Gbps B {FHA, #HLE RN 20.9 kg, LIFEH 150 W, pLCT-100 1934
JeZuiR M 1550 nm K, ATERC QPSK Fl 16QAM SR AT . & HE1%h 3 W, Sl fEIAH 2 16QAM
ik, AISEEE 4 000 km (I FHEES T 200 Gbps 3@ 0%, #ALE N 23.7 kg, JIFEH 150 W,
1.1.1.4 Xen-Hub & t45%

i Laser Light Communications /A F] . Atlas Space Operations 2\ &) Fll Xenesis 23 7l G51E, i HALO
HOLEBRIE A% . Hrh, HALO W R 20HOEA 0 Xenesis 24 A2, R Xen-Hub O {E %00,
W S 7R o 12 ity B B T A7 h 2.5 Gbps, SCRFVUEIE I /382 H L fe il 5 %0 15 10 Gbps.
Hor, 400 km B & AT EE RO 10 kg, TIFEHR 60 W AGIHOEZ0,; 2 000 km FLHE = 5 ol $4 2k &=
H15kg, TIHEN 120 W HIHBOEAE,
1.1.1.5 CrossBeam™gf %.:8 12 #34%

ZE[E SA Photonics 2\ Al 1Y) CrossBeam ™3 5 Ll 2 R A ) AR X w845, SRR L,
F, W 6 FrRt. AHCRORIZE, JE25%A ¥ DARPA BAZS vt H H 4L TR AL RO GIE 5 240m™ i

B 5 Xen-Hub #8134 Jmﬂf"r#fb B 6 CrossBeam™# i 13 4imAFAL

Fig. 5 Xen-Hub Laser communication terminal Fig. 6 CrossBeam™ laser communication terminal
112 #2H

1545 T R AR 25 RIEOGIE (5 5860, fEEZE/N T W EE AR DT i & FEituk , Tesat 23 7] Al Mynaric
VAL B S R s
1.1.2.1 CubeLCT % 3#%#F= T-OSIRIS 435

FEX/NTRBOCEEN SR, TR Tesat AFHED T 2 FUNTRBOGHEFZS CubeLCT (& 7) F
T-OSIRIS (8) o HrH, CubeLCT LR EERIARMALLET, Y 036 kg, UIFEN 8 W, KM OOK {4
i, SRR AT I T-OSIRIS 8t il 8 kg, THFEN 40 W, HLALH FATE{EHRY B S 10 Gbps'™.
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B 7 CubeLCT #3#% B 8 T-OSIRIS £43%
Fig.7 CubeLCT laser terminal Fig. 8 T-OSIRIS laser terminal

1.1.2.2 MLT-LS #obesz

fH[E Mynaric 23 A MLT-LS #0620 F 240X LEO B MEEE N g , Zamss i o it
TN HPASETE /K E AN 10 Gbps, KZEM124 80 mm, FE/NT 20 kg, IFE/NT 60 W. #RH
WA (10 EE@10 Pk ) , FEBHE 100 Gbps il {5 d R Rl
1.13 BX
1.1.3.1 SOTA #t283%

HAEZRG B SlGH ARSI NICT T 2011 RGNS A HEET 50 kg 20378 LEO AR
ML SOTA TAFEHL, SOTA BH N 59 kg, KL HN 70 mm, EIEHEZN 1 Mbp~10 Mbps, I 10
FI7R R 2 T 4 Ao 2 AMERBOEEEEIR, 41 2 AMEN TR K I e TR,

S |">'

B9 MLT-LS #u4ss H AL B 10 SOTA #tstss
Fig.9 MLT-LS laser terminal Fig. 10 SOTA laser terminal

1.1.3.2 SOLISS
2016 4F, HAMAMKAIIR JAXA FHARIEHAYRALEE (Sony CSL) JHAETERTH T

—Fh N TR O G {5 440 SOLISS ( Small Optical Link for International Space ) , #1[& 11 iz, SOLISS
FOGEFRITEREZ N 1.2 kg, T 2019 4F 9 A p#4#k HTV-8 tiiz WA EPRZs Hus, 76 10 H 25 H
TAREGEM. 2020 4F 3 J1 5 H, SOLISS XU FHER MBI SE i 2e%e, BEJR1E 3 1 11 1, Huivkidsd
WOGHERECE T [ BR2s )3k B0 S —He s v G, HOBU ) 5 325K 100 Mbps!'®l,
1.14 *E

OPTEL-p 527 [# Thales Alenia Space /A F T 2018 4F[fi [1] LEO 4/ 13 B 09— 3ot 2o, Hot
A 12 Fis ., BEHLE RN 8 kg, THFEN 45 W, U254 8 000 mm’, %R HIRGEIE BT,
HAF IR A 2.5 Gbps, JEAFEAE 1550 nm, JHIFAEIHEZ OOK F1 PPM, #RIM 7= E 0, {5
FEES /T 1000 km!'*2,
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ARBEE TR, 2011 45, “WFETST Hot&smRhiitT
T RO CEE AR IR RS, SCL A D 504 Mbps HOGIETE

2016 4F, “RE ST WOCZL SRS LR L4

TG [ AT T 4R O G AR |, A5 %N 1.6 Gbps. [RI4F,
“ERST DRI T IR EE YR M S EAE T OGE I,
WAFHEE 2 000 km, HFHZ A 5.12 Gbps.

2017 4, SRR ST HFREPULE SO AR O
WAFIAL, MR EIAE] S Gbps.

S ST TR T 2020 ARRIFRE TS AR T EOGEA G B 11 SOLISS i J2 A AL
eSS, EUHIE T QPSK AHTARIEGHOL ST, W5 Fig 11 The laser lerminal of SOLISS
B IK 10 Gbps.

RO KRBT T, [ P EA 25 AR IR T/ T
HWOGRISEARMBIF 2RI, o, 2018 429 H 29 H, fUH
23 ()50 TR R G, BB /N O {5 2t 35 TE S
Tl IR BOE B B ARPT S 2020 4F 3 A, B
ARE TR C &, D BHEEN PN TEBOGL S T
ERBOGHETE, SUR S HER S 2.5 Gbps, LN 9 kg™,
20204E5 H 12 H, “fr==%57 01 &5 02 B4 TS /N B A
N RS, BRI AR TR B RO GRS RS AR BIE .
TS BOCASRAYE RN 5 ke, MAETEEERN 100 Mbps,
B2 3 000 km'**!, L

BEE BRI S ARG I, N TLRBOGEGEZSE T B 12 OPTEL-p #obskss b k

S 2= ) 2H X R s e IR Fig. 12 The optical head design of
OPTEL-p
2 ARi#E%H

25 BT, XBITFRIEFERINA, N TEROCLmE R SR R/NME | RIIFELL AR
A, ARG, N IEBOGEFLOR MR m il Bl BRI R R
2.1 BNBESRERNL

ZIRTHEB AR, BOGEGEAmIEE R/ NG T & Ré . FEER) Mynaric 22 mFH 1)
MLT-LS #OGHE {5 A d s 2 20 kg, #5324 10 Gbps; 3E[# Xenesis A Xen-Hub 5 75 2
15 kg, 4 U5 HE 5 HE AT 10 Gbps; [ Tesat 236 T-OSIRIS HOGIE (540 H il 8 kg,
WEHFEA 10 Gbpse MATTLULEL, FEARIE/IN TR IO (5 2/ NG Ak B4 ) Aef-b ] f S Jost ok 23 ) 5
3R, AIIK 10 Gbps H 2= H YK,
22 KInEE

INBE-5 hEkam IrRE R AL RE A PR, PRI AR A RO 5 2 15 KT RE Jr m & g . 1 Thales
Alenia Space 2y Fl ) OPTEL-p 0l (5400, HINFER 45 W; {E[E Tesat /A F] ) CubeLCT FGiEF4L
SR TIAE N 8 Wi SE[E JPL Frfift & 1SOC o2, THFEICH 1 Wo mJRUREL, /NIE-S oL
Ui X DFE AL 2R S PR HOR MR A R
23 1ER

XA R 5t 5445/, /DR BOGE (5 2o Rt BB b & a3, 8 2 2 ] (At
B, B a] A R R TR SRR TR T 45 5 SR BTG (5 20, 2t Pus 424 | b Az 4R it 1 4k
PIZE[E SPACE MICRO A F]#Y pLCT OG5 Zeui ], HAR] T pLCT-10 F1 pLCT-100 PRFHZSHL )%
SR EL Y, N i 55 AL R BEROR R HbAE S, 385 T35 1 Gbps 2] 200 Gbps, #FEEES M 1000 km
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% 8000 km, KHitt, BifbEAREBHEZ T MZ—,
24 KB

Bt R M AT R A0 7 SR AN RE I, (/N T3 22 S0 G 45 2ot ARz i A AE B B0 B0E [v] Bl vy FH
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3.1 BNBIREINFZIHTRA
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P, ZSHHOCEELmA R S0E R, TN SIRSIPrER AN S T g . AR 2L
MR E . SRR MRS, . FOE R G R Sh A ST
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EHOCA AR 5 A SRR AR R R ESR . NI, diar /N TR OB (s 2ot A A
2k, i A SEIARETT I, S8 O 5 2 m ) PR 2H e S
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IEAER, A MOGEE BRI & i — DA ik T2 RER L . SeLEs i/ N DL ROt
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